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Welcome to the Spartan Special! 
Get ready for some awesome articles and comics! The Shepard sixth graders 

have started a new newspaper. It will be published bi-weekly online, and there will 
be a paper version every month. We will be writing about current events at 
Shepard, clubs, sports, and other interesting things that happen here at our school! 

Back at Kipling, our grade started a newspaper. Since we were in third grade, 
we have been working to produce articles for our school.  

Now, we are happy to say we are adding something to the Shepard 
community. We hope you enjoy reading our newspaper. Our mission is to provide 
fun and interesting papers for our school community. 

Thank you to our excellent writers, editors, and artists that are participating 
in the Spartan Special! 

 
 

Thanksgiving!  
By Shaina W 

Yay, it’s finally November! That means Thanksgiving is just around the corner. 
From family and food to parades and decor, Thanksgiving’s got it all.  
 

Family makes up a huge part of the Thanksgiving festivities. Every year 
America spends millions of dollars on Thanksgiving travel. People travel all over the 
country to visit their family. In order to spare this expense, you could try driving to 
your destination. The best part is that you can visit anyone. I always visit my cousins 
during Thanksgiving because we can’t spend other holidays together. This is due to 
the fact that we’re different religions.  
 

 



 

Thanksgiving’s all about the food. Some personal favorites include cranberry 
sauce and homemade rolls. I mean besides the all famous mashed potatoes. And just 
to clarify, I am vegetarian so I don’t eat turkey. But my cousins do and they sure do 
love it! I enjoy sitting around the table and stuffing my face without a care. 
Afterward, I stuff my face with pie! 
 

Have you ever tried hanging out with friends on Thanksgiving? It’s definitely 
something different but it’s also so much fun. You can stay at home and have a 
traditional Thanksgiving or go out to dinner. Either way, you’re sure to have a blast 
with your best buds. Another part that lots of kids like about this plan is that you 
don’t have to get dressed up. No itchy dresses or uncomfortable suit’s.  
 

The Thanksgiving parade is an iconic part of America’s Thanksgiving 
celebration. Every year, my family and I sit on the couch and watch all of the 
fantastic floats and balloons go by. Some of the most iconic floats and balloons 
include Santa and Snoopy!  
 

Fall decor is something we’ve all seen before. I mean, we’ve all seen a 
pumpkin. Right? Well, I certainly do hope so. This year the most common piece of 
Thanksgiving decor is a beautiful centerpiece. These can be customized to fit 
anyone's personality. You can have flowers in a vase or a fancy cornucopia! Which 
do you like best?  
 

I don’t know which one I like the most but I do know that I’ve got to wrap 
this up. Thanksgiving is almost here and I’ve got very little time to pack for yet 
another beautiful Thanksgiving at my cousin's house! Bye!  

 
 
 
 
 



 

Thanksgiving Day Parade! 
By Maya C 

I’m sure you’ve heard about the annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade! Well, 
Thanksgiving is coming up so I will tell you a little bit about this annual parade. They 
hold this event in New York on the Thursday of Thanksgiving, on the 22nd of 
November. They fly different animals up in the air, of course, blow-ups. A lot of 
people attend this event, so they can watch all of the different floats. They have 
bands playing music, the balloons, and floats, and they have different dances and 
acts.  
This is such a fun event, so be sure to watch it on TV! 

 

Band Update 
By Brooke B 

Recently, there was a Halloween band concert. It went really well and all the 
students were proud of how they performed. Since it was a Halloween concert, all 
the kids got wear their costumes. “I think it went pretty well. It’s very different 
from a 6th grader’s point of view to play with the 7th and 8th graders, and to hear 
how the 4th and 5th graders sound.” Jessica Ebroon, a 6th grade trombone player 
reports.  

The 6th graders performed a song called “Dark Adventure”, Then they played 
“Music From Pirates of the Caribbean” with the 7th and 8th graders. They were both 
fun and challenging. 

“I think our band concert was very successful! We all showed up our 
Halloween costumes showing how unique each every one of us is. We had great 
balance and dynamics. Great job to everyone who participates in band! I know I had 
a lot of fun and I hope everyone else did too,” Naomi Meyers, a 6th grade trumpet 
player says. 

I asked Ms. Dykema, the band director what she thought, and here is what she 
said,  
"I am so proud of how all band students performed at our Halloween Concert. This 
concert is so fun for so many reasons including having students all wear costumes. I 
especially enjoyed having all students perform the grand finale, Pirates of the 



 

Caribbean. I am looking forward to our December concerts coming up in a few 
weeks." 

Overall, the concert was really fun and went really well. I look forward to the 
December concerts and learning new and more challenging songs. If you are 
interested, you can come and watch the next concert! 

 
Book Review and RecommendationBook Review and Recommendation    
By Jessica GBy Jessica G  
If you’re looking for a great book to read, you’ve come to the right article! Here there are the top 
5 book recommendations that your peers have read and loved this month.  
 
Book #5: “I Am Jazz” by Jazz JenningsBook #5: “I Am Jazz” by Jazz Jennings  
This autobiography written by an Jazz Jennings, American YouTube personality , spokesmodel, 
television personality, and LGBT rights activist. Jazz Jennings, a transgender woman , is notable for 
being one of the youngest publicly documented people to be identified as transgender  and for 
being the youngest person to become a national transgender figure. I felt this book was an 
interesting way to learn about a woman who will most likely go down in history. It’s an extremely 
quick read.  
 
Book #4: “One for the Murphys” by Lynda Mullaly HuntBook #4: “One for the Murphys” by Lynda Mullaly Hunt  
This extraordinary novel tells the tale of a girl growing up in foster care. If you love books about 
real life situations, are looking for a more time-consuming read, or want to laugh and cry at the 
same time, I really recommend this. One thing to consider while reading this is to read it with 
someone else at the same time, as there are many questions that are prone  to pop up while 
reading and things to discuss. 
 
Book #3: “Lily and Dunkin” by Donna GephartBook #3: “Lily and Dunkin” by Donna Gephart  
When two ordinary kids’ lives intersect one ordinary day, there is an extraordinary outcome. 
Finding yourself and friendship are some of the themes in this novel, but you really have to read to 
understand the irregular depth in these regular morals. This story is also a slightly longer read, as 
it isn’t a page-turner and there are some dull moments, but once you get into it, you’ll realise. 
Also, there are questions prone to pop up, so I’d recommend talking to an adult about those. This 
book is simply breathtaking.  
 
Book #2: “The Fourteenth Goldfish” by Jennifer L. HolmBook #2: “The Fourteenth Goldfish” by Jennifer L. Holm  
An inspiring tale about the relationship between a girl and her grandfather. This cross between 
science fiction and real life will without a doubt leave you open minded. This is a very quick read 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube_personality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spokesmodel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television_personality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transgender_woman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transgender


 

and is unlike any other novel out there. This book also works perfectly for group discussions and 
book clubs. 
 
Book #1: “The Perfect Score” by Rob BuyeaBook #1: “The Perfect Score” by Rob Buyea  
From the beloved author of Because of Mr. Terupt and its sequels comes The Perfect Score, a new 
middle-grade school story with a very special cast of unforgettable characters who discover that 
getting the perfect score—both on the test and in life—is perhaps not so perfect after all. When all 
different kids from all different backgrounds come together, what they create will stun you. This 
was by far one of my favorite novels that I have ever read. 

 
Choir Update 
By Chloe Lewis 
The Shepard Chorus and Ensemble have had a great year so far! On Wednesday, November 

7 th, they went to a concert at Deerfield High School. There were kids from both Shepard and 
Caruso middle schools, and also kids from Deerfield High School and Bannockburn! Juliana 
Canastra, a sixth grader, said, “I really loved it. Seeing kids from other schools is good, too!” Anna 
Chen, another sixth grader, said, “I liked it. It was really fun to sing with so many other people.” 
There were between 200 and 300 people at the concert, and everyone had a part in the show. One 
person that gave the group a lot of feedback was Shaina Wolkenberg. She said, “It was amazing! I 
think we did a very good job and had a good balance. However, there were a few parts where we 
forgot the words. My two favorite parts were when Chorale began True Colors and when we got 
really powerful in Rhythms of One World.” People seemed to really enjoy themselves at the 
concert! 

There is another concert coming up, as well. There will be a December concert with Caruso, 
so both Chorus and Ensemble are already practicing. But thoughts aren’t just on practicing. Kids 
have different hopes on what kind of music to sing, they have opinions on why choir is unique, and 
so on. One student, Samantha Miller, says, “I would like to learn a whole bunch of new popular 
songs this year and sing them all for one concert.” Samantha says that she is part of choir 
because, “ I am in it to have fun with my friends and to try something a little bit different for 
middle school, even though I did choir in elementary school.” she says. It seems like kids are really 
excited for the year to come! 

 
Comfortable Seating in Shepard  
By Maya Garcia 
 

Every room in Shepard has unique and comfortable seating. It creates a fun learning 
environment for all students. The variety in every room also lets a student find where they’ll work 
best. From comfy couches to different sized tables and fun chairs, Shepard Middle School has some 
of the best furniture for all kinds of learners. What are your favorites?  
 



 

We should be very grateful for all that we have. Some of it is really cool and helpful! For 
example, the different levels of tables give everyone a place that they’re comfortable working. 
Some classes have fun chairs and desks. In Red Team teacher, Mr. Rumelhart’s ELA room, there are 
couches and high tables as well as tables that separate. That way, everyone can be together at one 
table, or at a separate desk. Red Team Social Studies teacher Ms. Molloy and Math teacher Mrs. 
Andrews also have these. In SEL/Spanish/French room 305, the chairs are fun. Some people can 
get a little distracted by them, though.  

 
So in conclusion, our furniture is awesome and fun. We need to be thankful for what we 

have, treat the furniture with respect, and use it appropriately. Not everyone has the opportunity 
to learn in such a fun and comfortable environment. 

 
*I recently had the chance to interview Mr. C. This article is going to be in the newspaper weekly! 
Staff Member of the Week 
Interview Conducted By Jessica E 
Mr. C 
What do you enjoy doing out of school? 
I love spending time with my wife and 3 children (Beckett 7, Emery 5 and Harrison 2) and our 2 
dogs. I love planning and going on vacations. I love playing sports, and my most recent hobby is 
mountain climbing. 
 
What is something you did with your kids? 
One of my favorite things to do with my kids is read and have "family game night." My son Beckett 
and I are currently reading "The Half-Blood Prince." 
 
What is the funniest thing a student has ever told you? 
A student once told me, "I copied my friend's homework because her answers were better than 
anything I could ever come up with." 
 
Why did you become a principal? 
 I became a principal to help mentor and coach students as they grow personally and academically 
through their middle school years. 
 
What is your favorite sports team? 
 My favorite sports team is The Chicago Blackhawks. My favorite player is Jonathan Toews.

 
National Days of Celebration 
By: Anna C 



 

November 17- Homemade Bread Day 
November 18- Vichyssoise Day (Soup)  
November 19- Play Monopoly Day 
November 20- Absurdity Day 
November 21- Red Mitten Day 
November 22- Cranberry Relish Day(Thanksgiving!) 
November 23- Flossing Day 
November 24- Sardines Day 
November 25- Shopping Reminder Day 
November 26- Cake Day 
November 27- Bavarian Cream Pie Day 
November 28- French Toast Day 
November 29- Package Protection Day 
November 30- Mousse Day 

 
Thanksgiving Day Football 
By Lev L 
Did you know, some people’s favorite part of Thanksgiving is to watch football? Over 
Thanksgiving, there are always NFL games that are played and this year, the Bears are playing 
against the Detroit Lions. There are some teams that play on Thanksgiving every year, and then 
their opponents that they play against. The two teams that always play every year are the Dallas 
Cowboys and the Detroit Lions. Then there is always one game reserved for two other teams. The 
matchups this year are the Bears @ Lions, Redskins @ Cowboys, Falcons @ Saints. There are a lot of 
people just waiting to see these games on Thanksgiving Day and I know I’m one of them! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comic By Tushaan M 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Our Amazing Crew! 



 

Writers: 
Brook Bernstein 
Alena Brody-Goldberg 
Anna Chen 
Maya Crane  
Jessica Ebroon 
Maya Garcia 
Jessica Gordon 
Dena Kandelman 
Chloe Lewis  
Naomi Meyers 
Shaina Wolkenberg 
Lev Linderman 
 
Cartoonists: 
Tushaan Mitra 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a Great Thanksgiving! 
-Spartan Special 


